
FAMILY ACTIVITY GUIDE



WELCOME TO NEEDS AND WANTS:

ITEM NEED WANT

The exhibit GENERATION WEALTH by Lauren 

Greenfield talks about the subject of 

wealth and the power that money has 

over people. Through Lauren Greenfield’s 

photography from the last 25 years, taken 

in different parts of the world, this 

exhibit investigates the way people think 

about wealth. 

Complete this guide with a friend or 

family member to learn how money shapes 

the world around us. 

What is the difference between a need and a want?

To survive, we need air, food, water, shelter and 
clothing. We want things that we don’t need, but 
would like to have anyway. 

In this section, we will test how well you can tell 
the difference between needs (things people must 
have to live) and wants (things people would like 
to have). Look at the chart below and for each item, 
check either the box labeled NEED or WANT.



WORD SEARCHDREAM HOME

WEALTH - A large amount of property, possessions and money.

MONEY -   Something (like coins or bills) used as a way to pay for things.

GOLD -      A yellow, precious metal of value often used in coins and 

jewelry.

BEAUTY -    Pleasing to the eye; a combination of qualities (like 

confidence, honesty, kindness and loyalty) that someone 

may have.

Youth -    Young people when considered as a group.

POWER -     The capacity or ability to direct or influence the 

world or the behavior of others.

Do you ever think about your DREAM HOME? Choose 
one option from each category below and show us 
what you imagine it would be like.

2. Pick a pool

3. Pick an activity room

4. Pick a vehicle
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l s j a r j c w b t a n b v b
u l v b s p h f y a m l i n d
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y i f c p r x d n f s v o e o
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1. Pick a house



WEALTHY IN  
MANY WAYS

FOR YOU
FOR A PARENT  

OR FRIEND

MIRROR, MIRROR

As you read in our word search activity, the definition 
of wealth usually means having lots of property, 
possessions and/or money. However, wise people know 
that you can be wealthy in many other ways. 

Grandparents may feel wealthy because they have so 
many wonderful grandchildren. 
 
You might feel wealthy because you have such a great 
best friend. 

Think about the things that you have in your life that 
make you feel wealthy – the things that aren’t money, 
property or possessions. Then, ask an adult or a friend 
you came with to answer the same question.
What did you learn about yourself and each other?

I FEEL WEALTHY BECAUSE I HAVE: I FEEL WEALTHY BECAUSE I HAVE:

You probably look in the mirror at least once a day. 
How do you see yourself? How does what you see in 
the mirror make you feel? 

Inside the “mirror” below, write or draw at least 5 
things you like about yourself. Remember: beauty is 
more than skin deep! Also think about other things 
that make you special, like your interests, skills 
and accomplishments!


