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Over 500 Images Published Throughout Magazine’s History  

Displayed in Dynamic Digital Installation  
 
LOS ANGELES, CA (August 6, 2013) — The Annenberg Space for Photography today 

announced its next exhibition, The Power of Photography: National Geographic 125 Years.  

Organized in collaboration with National Geographic magazine, the exhibit celebrates the 

iconic publication’s 125 year anniversary. 
 
National Geographic magazine is the official journal of the National Geographic Society. 
Long renowned for its stunning images, the magazine will celebrate its 125th anniversary with 
a special commemorative October 2013 issue, highlighting its ongoing dedication towards 
using the power of photography to explore, educate, inspire, document and preserve the 
world around us.   

In conjunction with the October issue, the Annenberg Space for Photography will present 
The Power of Photography, a special print and digital exhibition, as well as two documentaries.  

From iconic images to portraits; landscapes to natural history, the exhibit will offer a wide 
range of photographic genres and themes free to the public for six months, beginning 
October 26, 2013 through April 27, 2014.    

“For 125 years now, National Geographic has been a place where art and insight and a deep 
cultural understanding come together – a place where we can be astonished and inspired by 
the world all around us.  I can’t think of a greater partner for the Annenberg Space for 
Photography – or a greater model of what photojournalism can achieve.  Especially at a time 
when print journalism is under siege, I’m thrilled that we’ll be able to showcase so many 
powerful, profound images from the pages of National Geographic.  I’m delighted that the 

exhibit will be as cutting-edge and as multi-media-savvy as both of our institutions strive to 
be.  Above all, I’m proud to join with National Geographic in celebrating this simple 



principle: that we are all stewards of this remarkable planet,” says Wallis Annenberg, 
Chairman of the Board, President and CEO of the Annenberg Foundation. 
 
The curation and installation of The Power of Photography departs from previous 

Photography Space exhibit designs.  Mosaics of more than 400 images documenting the 
history of National Geographic photography from 1888 to the present time will adorn the 
walls.  In addition, an extensive digital installation will showcase 500-plus images.  Thirty 
professional-grade large format LED monitors will be arranged to create video walls 
throughout the Photography Space galleries.  These six video walls, ranging from 12 to 14 
feet in width, will present both individual images and photographic essays.  Given the 
volume of photographs on the screens, and a format in which the images loop at different 
times throughout the galleries, the viewing experience will be unique to each visitor and each 
visit.   
 
“National Geographic's photographic archive spans 125 years and includes more than 11.5 
million images,” said Sarah Leen, Director of Photography for National Geographic 
Magazine.  “In order to truly capture the breadth and depth of the collection we decided to 
create a show with 501 images alternating on screens, along with a selection of prints and 
print mosaics. The result not only reflects the general move in photography and the 
magazine toward digital imagery, but allows for a dynamic, immersive and richer experience 
of our archive of photographs.  The Annenberg Space for Photography has been a 
wonderfully collaborative and creative partner in breathing life into this idea, which has been 
a labor of love for all of us.” 
 
The exhibit will feature an original documentary commissioned by the Annenberg Space for 
Photography and produced by Arclight Productions that profiles six renowned 
photographers whose work appears in the October National Geographic issue: Lynsey Lynsey Lynsey Lynsey 

Addario, Marcus Bleasdale, David Guttenfelder, Abelardo Morell, Joel SartoreAddario, Marcus Bleasdale, David Guttenfelder, Abelardo Morell, Joel SartoreAddario, Marcus Bleasdale, David Guttenfelder, Abelardo Morell, Joel SartoreAddario, Marcus Bleasdale, David Guttenfelder, Abelardo Morell, Joel Sartore and Martin Martin Martin Martin 
SchoellerSchoellerSchoellerSchoeller.  Through interviews, images and behind-the-scenes footage along with 
commentary from National Geographic editors, the film will offer insights into the creation 
of inspiring images that reveal the unseen, unknown and unexpected layers of our world.  
 
In addition, the Photography Space will also screen a short compilation video comprised of 
photographers talking about the power of photography and what inspires their work.  This 
compilation will be complemented by a series of longer video interviews with 20 
photographers represented in the exhibit and a loop of milestone content videos created over 
the past several years for the magazine’s digital edition. 
 
The Annenberg Space for Photography Skylight Studios will continue to host the popular 
Iris Nights lecture series with exhibit-related speakers.  The lecturer schedule will be 
announced at a later date.  
 



 
Bioko Island, Equatorial Guinea 
Photo by Joel Sartore © 2008 National Geographic 
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About the Annenberg About the Annenberg About the Annenberg About the Annenberg Space for PhotographySpace for PhotographySpace for PhotographySpace for Photography    
The Annenberg Space for Photography is a cultural destination dedicated to exhibiting 
photography.  The Photography Space conveys a range of human experiences and serves as 
an expression of the philanthropic work of the Annenberg Foundation and its Directors.  
The intimate environment features state-of-the-art, high-definition digital technology as well 
as traditional prints by some of the world’s most renowned and emerging photographers.  It 
is the first solely photographic cultural destination in the Los Angeles area. 
    
Annenberg Space for PhotographyAnnenberg Space for PhotographyAnnenberg Space for PhotographyAnnenberg Space for Photography    
2000 Avenue of the Stars, Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Tel:  213.403.3000   
www.annenbergspaceforphotography.org 
Wednesday through Friday:  11 am – 6 pm 
Saturday: 11 am – 7:30 pm 
Sunday: 11 am – 6 pm 
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays. 
Admission is free.  
Parking with validation is $3.50 Wednesdays - Fridays and $1.00 on weekends. 
  
About National Geographic About National Geographic About National Geographic About National Geographic     
The National Geographic Society is one of the world’s largest nonprofit scientific and 
educational organizations with a mission to inspire people to care about the planet. Founded 
in 1888, the member-supported Society has funded more than 10,000 scientific research, 
conservation and exploration projects and supports an education program promoting 
geography literacy. Through its online community, members can get closer to explorers and 
photographers, connect with other members around the world and help make a difference. 
National Geographic magazine, the Society’s official journal, has a long tradition of 

https://members.nationalgeographic.com/?q=0


combining on-the-ground reporting with award-winning photography to inform people 
about life on our planet.  Published in English and 38 local-language editions, it is read by 
more than 60 million people each month.  
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For the Annenberg Space for Photography and Skylight StudiosFor the Annenberg Space for Photography and Skylight StudiosFor the Annenberg Space for Photography and Skylight StudiosFor the Annenberg Space for Photography and Skylight Studios::::    
Camille Lowry     Jane Hoffman    
Annenberg Foundation    all things possible     
310.209.4568       424.228.4979    
clowry@annenbergfoundation.org   jhoffman@planetatp.com 
 
For more information about For more information about For more information about For more information about National Geographic MagazineNational Geographic MagazineNational Geographic MagazineNational Geographic Magazine::::    
Beth Foster 
202.857.7543 
befoster@ngs.org 
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